Iy a band of water and
stone, where rugged miners in
candhestick hats filked raiicars
with Minnesota ore, there
lived a by who loved canoes
and wood more than trains
and steel

Old Canoes, A New Book, More Camping

C anoe builder and overall great guy
Joe Seliga lives on in the legacy
he left behind. This summer he’ll
again be remembered fondly at a
celebration of Camp Widjiwagan’s 90th
anniversary, and that legacy will get a
boost with the publication of a children’s
picture book about his life.

Joe worked at the mines, but he
gave his heart to paddling and building
wood canvas canoes. Inspired by the
B.N. Morris canoe that he grew up
tripping in with his father, he taught
himself first to repair that canoe, and
then to build canoes from scratch. His
canoes became very much in demand,
and those that remain are highly valued.

Seliga canoes are part of Camp
Widjiwagan’s heritage. “Widji” is
managed by the YMCA in Minneapolis,
and hosts hundreds of young people
each summer at their location on the

North Arm of Burntside Lake. Boys and
girls have progressively more difficult
experiences each summer as they learn
the skills of wilderness travel and
camping and learn to respect one
another and the environment. Campers
earn the right to trip in one of these fine
boats after proving that they have the
attitude and ability to care for the canoe
on an expedition.

Joe so respected the “Widji Way,”
that he gifted the camp with the forms
he used to build his canoes. In return,
the camp has included canoe-building in
their educational programs and today
build and repair the wood canvas
canoes they use.

Robin Radcliffe is an admirer of
Joe’s, a Boundary Waters traveler, and
an author (as well as a veterinarian and
Cornell University professor). It was
important to him that Joe’s life be an

OUTBOARD REPAIR
Joe’s Marine and Repair. Evinrude sales and
service. Mechanics on duty Monday through
Saturday. Our show room is full of boating
accessories for “Fun on the Water” 25 W.
Chapman St., 219-365-6264

"AMP VOYAGEUR
A camp for boys 9-17. Located next to the
Boundary Waters. Land and water sports at
camp plus wilderness trips canoeing, hiking,
and sea kayaking. www.campvoyageur.com
800-950-7291
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example to future generations. So he
took it upon himself to write a book. He
was joined in this effort by local author
and illustrator Consie Powell, who also
was fond of Joe and had made her own
wood canvas canoe. Together they
crafted the book Canoeman Joe, which
will be released this summer.

The book comes out just in time to
be part of Widji’'s 90th Reunion on the
weekend of July 12-14. B
The celebration will
include opportunities for
alumni and friends
(including Ely residents
and visitors) to see and
even paddle the Seliga
canoes. The book will also
be available at Ely gift
stores and outfitters
starting in early July.

NORDIC HOME NORTH

[olFrs RUGS AND SO MUCH MORE...)

Monday - Saturday
10am - 4pm

Rug Appointments
welcome!

| NordicHomeNorth.com
303 Main St, Tower, MN | 218-753-3313

The YMCA also manages Camp
DuNord, just down the shore from Widji.
This family camp has become so
popular, frequently having a wait list of
200 groups, that the Y decided to
expand its opportunities for families and
friends to get unplugged and spend time
together outdoors. They purchased
Northern Lights Resort and Timber Wolf
Resort plus several private parcels to
create a new camp on
Bear Island Lake south of
i Ely on Hwy 21. Camp
Northern Lights has 1/2
mile of lakeshore, 150
acres, 96 new bungalows
plus the existing resort
cabins, and several rustic
one-room sleeping cabins
% with a small kitchenette
1 but no running water.

At the Widji canoe shop Seliga canoes are repaired, and staff and students build a canoe on Joe's forms.

2019

61



..wcha.org * 218-365-5499,

Families-very loosely defined as groups
of people who consider one another to
be as close as family, if not actually
related-have a choice in how outdoorsy
they want to be, choosing facilities as
rustic as a tent or as cushy as a fully
modern cabin. Programs here offer
shorter duration options of three and
four days for those who can’t take a
whole week off to attend Camp DuNord
or who are new to outdoor recreation
and just want a brief initial experience.

All ages and abilities are welcome.
Motorized fishing boats will be available
along with canoes. Two-and-a-half hour
daily programs for kids of all age groups
give adults a chance to be on their own or
join one of the adult activities.

Joe would have loved to see this. He
so loved canoe camping with his Dad and
siblings, and later with his wife and
children. He would have been proud to
have his part in encouraging families to
paddle canoes and enjoy the northwoods’.a

Rent,for 1 day, get day 2 at 50% off
— Expires 11/01/2019

2030 E Sheridan St « Ely, MN
218-365-3149

www.elycanoetrips.com

Jor and Nora ook their second
canoe order from Camp Widjiwagan
up the Echo Trail. Then other
northwonds camps ordered canoes
oa: the Sommers Wilderness Canoe
Base up on Moose Lake and Camp
Menogyn on the Gunflint. Year by vear,
mare and more campers iell in love
with Joe's handmade canoes. They
learned 10 land their wooden Seligas
without scratching the paint, and 10
dry them in the warm sunshine before

lipping them omta a bed of pine needles.
His .
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Joe's canoe building grew with his family. In
time, two daughters joined in the Seliga tradition
of paddles and picnics areund Ely. JoAnn and
Nancy helped Nora bake blueberry muffing for the
many visitors that came 10 see Joe, while their
older brother Richard helped Joe in the shop.
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© Consie Powell and Robin Radcliffe
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