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SELIGA  CANOES 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Built  by 
 

Joe and Nora Seliga 
Ely, Minnesota 

 
From 1937 to 2005 
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Information Sources 
 

The bulk of the information contained in this listing was transcribed from Joe's 
build cards and records, and as such, I/we owe a huge THANK YOU to Joe for 
taking the time to search out his records and to allow me access to them to 
record the data.  
 
I also need to thank owners and users of Seliga canoes, who supplied additional 
data. Invariably, when I contacted an owner, once I explained that the call was to 
gather Seliga info, they were more than willing to talk about their canoe, how they 
had used it and Joe. This openness can only be attributed to a respect and love 
for Joe and Nora.    

 
Any errors or omissions are entirely due to my oversight and/or lack of 
understanding.     
 
Dan 
 
For any corrections or additions please contact:  
Dan Lindberg  
7188 Knollwood Drive   
Mounds View, MN    55112  
763-784-7776h    Dan.Lindberg@Q.com 
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The canoes by the numbers: 
 

By Model 
From  S/N  37 4 100   To 05 676 10                           as of June 2019 

 
 
 

By Camp 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Number % Total Length / End Model Dimensions Listed Weight Price 

618 100%  Total Identified in 1940's

618 100%  S/N Canoe/Boats Confirmed

2 100% Book Shelfs

529 85.60%  17'  Std Voyager 17' x 37" x 13" 75 lbs $151

6 0.97%  17'  Std odd/fire damaged  Voyager 17' x 37" x 12.75" 75 lbs

7 1.13%  17'  Vee Voyager 17' x 37" x 13" 75 lbs

9 1.46%  17'  Glass   Voyager 17' x 37" x 13"

6 0.97%  18'  Std         Voyager 18' x 37" x 13.25" 80 lbs $178

4 0.65%  18'  Vee      Voyager 18' x 37" x 13.25" 80 lbs $188

27 4.37%  16'  Std               Scout 16' x 36" x 12.75" 70 lbs $170

1 0.16%  15'  Lightweight           Built over a Chestnut

33 5.34%  16'  Square Stern   Fisherman 16' x 40" x 14.5" 95 lbs $200

1 0.16%  17'  Square Stern  Voyager 17' x 37" x 14.5"

2 0.32% Book Shelf's 1/2 canoe each 8'

122 19.7%  Sommers - Last buy was S/N  5 72 343, in fall 1972      121 - 17 ft,  1 - 18 ft Vee

52 8.4%   7 - 16 ft,  45 - 17 ft      

30 4.9%

12 1.9%  11 - 16 ft,  1 - 17 ft 

12 1.9%

8 1.3%

4 0.6%

1 0.2%

1 0.2%

242 39.2%  All Camps

 Camp Voyaguer - Ely 

 YMCA -  Des Moines, Iowa      

Wilderness Canoe Base (27) and Moorhead (3)   

Both are Plymouth Youth Center Camps. Only have 2 left

  1 - 17 ft

  1 - 17 ft

 Camp Northland     

 YMCA - St. Croix    

 YMCA - Camp Warren    

  8 - 16 ft

  4 - 17 ft

 YMCA - Camp Menogyn, Gunflint Trail  

 Last buy 12/75, have 9 left, has fleet of 17 W/C

 YMCA - Camp Widjiwagan 

 Has maintained about 45 to 50

 30 - 17 ft,  8 All Fiberglass

 12 - 17 ft    
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Joe in his shop 

 
 

Joe fishing in a Vee back 
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Tidbits 

 
 

Form History 

 
 
 

  

 5 / 12

9

27

118

127

122

4

9.7

35

25

36

31

82

   Number of canoes built over the 15ft Morris, which was modified and strengthened in 1948, 

   S/N's N/A and 41 4 101  through  52 4 153

   Number of different colors canoes were painted, 76% were green.

   Canoes with no S/N or with an odd S/N

   Number of All Fiberglass canoes made, all 17 ft, S/N's  4 59 4 229 through 4 59 4 237

   Approximate number of canoes covered with Fiberglass and Resin instead of canvas.

   For about 12 years, from 1953 to 1964,  S/N  53 4 154  through 3 64 4 260, about 118 canoes.

   Potential number of canoes that had 6" wide Western Red Cedar planking.   Joe got it from 

   a supplier in the Cities who would resaw it to 1/4', and it just needed planning.  For about 13 years, 

   from about 1953 to 1965, S/N  53 4 154 through 12 65 4 278, about 127 canoes.

   Potential number of canoes that had a smoothly curved, non-heart shaped deck.  For about 11 years, 

   from 1974 to 1984, about S/N  1 74 364 through 84 485 12, about 122 canoes.

   Average Number of Canoes Built per year

   Approximate number of private repeat buyers/families.

   Approximate number of canoes owned by private repeat buyers/families. 

   Number of decal styles used.

   Number of years Joe built 10 or more canoes.

   Most canoes built in 1 year, 1954. 

1937

1938

1946

1948

1950

1961

   Built 18' Form, the 1st "canoe" form, 1st 18 ft canoe built, S/N Unknown, for Bill Rom's outfitting 

   Built Square Stern Form and 1st 16' Square Stern boat, S/N 38 100  

   Built 1st 16' Canoe over 15' Morris canoe, no S/N stamped, would be S/N 37 4 100 

   Modified the 15' Morris canoe by strengthening and adding steel bands to it, to build 16 ft canoes, S/N 48 4 102 

   Built 1 17' Square Back on the 17' Form

   Revised / shortened the 18' Form to make 17' canoes, first S/N is 50 4 122.

   This is the form that most of the canoes were made from.  
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Serial Number History 

 
 
 
 
 

1937

1938

1941

1960

1966    Changed S/N code by dropping the 4 from in front of the canoe number, starting with S/N 4 66 279.  

1971

1978

There were 4 S/N "Sequences" or lists used and 4 "Codes" in the last 17 ft sequence.

   1)   No S/N assigned    

            The 1st 16' canoe - assumed to be 37 4 100

            The 1st 4 18 ft double end canoes  - all to Bill Rom's outfitting 

            The 5th 18 ft double end canoe was 48 4 4 101, to Bud Nye, and then to Widji

   2)  The 16 ft squarebacks, from S/N 38 100 to S/N 5 71 132, a total of 33  boats,  

               some early boats may not be stamped even though a S/N was assigned.

   3)  The 2 book shelfs were "Year" and recipients "Birthdate".  

   4)  All other canoes are included in the standard "double end" sequence, 

              which had 4 "Codes" over the years.

        1st Code:  Starting in 1941 the code was                                                     -    2 Digit Year"  "4"  "Canoe Number"     

                       S/N 41 4 101 to  S/N 60 4 240  /  about 140 canoes

        The 1st Code: Had a Sub Code for all fiberglass canoes                           -    "4"  "2 Digit Year"  "4"  "Canoe Number" 

                       S/N 4 59 4 229 to 4 59 4 237  /   9 canoes

        2ed Code:  In 1960 Joe added the "month" to the front of the S/N      -   "1 or 2 digit Month"  "2 Digit Year"  "4"  "Canoe Number"

                       S/N 9 60 4 241 to S/N 12 65 4 278  /  about 38 canoes

        3rd Code:   In 1966 Joe removed the "4" from code                                -   "1 or 2 digit month"  "2 Digit Year"  "Canoe Number"    

                       S/N 4 66 279 to S/N 5 78 408  /  about 130 canoes

        4th Code:  In 1978 Joe moved the "month digits" to after the canoe number -   "2 Digit Year"  "Canoe Number"   "1 or 2 digit month"   

                       S/N 78 409 7 to S/N 05 675 7  /  about 267 canoes

   Changed S/N code by moving the month digit from the front to the rear of the S/N, 

   starting with S/N 78 409 7, used to S/N 05 676 10, the last canoe.  

   Changed S/N code by adding the number of the month first, 

   starting with S/N 9 60 4 241 for Canoes and S/N 5 61 129X for Boats.   

   First Canoe with a S/N, 41 4 101, numbered by Year, 4 for Canoe, and Number.

   This "code" used through S/N 60 4 240.

   First Squareback Boat built, S/N 38 100, numbered by Year and Number.  

   This "code" used though 1960 to S/N 60 128.

   Last Squareback Boat built, S/N 5 71 132

   First Canoe built, a 16 ft double ender, with no S/N.
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Years by Canoes Built per Year 
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Seliga Decal Styles 
Shown approximately actual size 

 
First  - Used about 4 years, from 1946 to 1949   

             S/N 46 105 to S/N 49 4 121, about 40 canoes 
             1" h x 2.5" w  -  Brown Body, Black Text, Dark Brown / Black Rim 

 
 

Second  -  Used for about 19 years, from 1950 to 1968   
                   S/N 50 4 122 to S/N 3 68 303, about 200 canoes. 

                   1 7/8" h x 4" w  -  Sliver / White Body, Green Text, Dark Rim 

 
 

Third  -  Used for about 15 years, from mid 1969 to mid 1983   
               S/N 4 69 307 to S/N 83 468 7, about 160 canoes.  

               1 1/4" h x 3 1/4" w -  Dark Green Body, Silver Text, Silver Rim 

 
 

Fourth  -  Used for about 23 years,  from mid 1983 to 2005 
                 S/N 83 469 8 to S/N 05 675 7,  about 200 canoes 

                 1 1/4" h x 3 1/4" w  -  White Body, Black Text, Gold Rim 
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Seliga Deck Styles 

 
Joe used 2 deck styles over the years, the most common, a traditional "heart" 
shaped deck, and a second, smoothly curved deck.  
The curved deck was used for about 10 years, from about 1974 to about 1984, 
about S/N 1 74 364 through 84 480 7, about 115 canoes. 
Joe went to the curved deck because he was having problems with the heart 
decks cracking and the curved decks didn’t crack. 
He solved the problem by cutting the heart decks “long” and not cutting the 
heart shape until after it was bent and dried. 
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Seliga End Shapes 

 
Joe used at least 2 end shapes over the years, an old style "high pointed" end 
and a "lower, more rounded" guide shape. The "high pointed" shape was used in 
the early years and in recent years. The guide shape was used in the middle 
years. 

 

 
The "High Pointed" end shape - S/N 01 653 7 

 

 
The lower, more rounded Guide shape - S/N 58 4 227  
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Seliga Colors 

1 Green                       70.1% 2 Red                                5.3%

3 Pine Green               5.3% 4 Platinum (Widji)             3.3%

5 Grey  (Widji)              3.0% 6 Yellow                            2.2%

7 Marlin Blue               1.7% 8 Commodore Blue           1.3%

9 Dolphin Blue             0.8% 10 Seagold Yellow            0.8%

11 Dark Green              0.7% 12 Dark Blue                     0.7%

13 Blue                           0.5% 14 White                           0.5%

15 Ace Signal Green       0.3% 16 Cascade Green           0.3%

17 Tropical Green           0.3% 18 Bright Red                    0.3%

19 Dark Red                    0.3% 20 Light Blue                     0.3%

21 Buff                             0.3% 22 Dead Grass                  0.3%

23 International Orange    0.3% 24 Orange                         0.2%

25 Light Green                  0.2% 26 Nautilis Green              0.2%

27 Spruce Green              0.2% 28 Signal Red                   0.2%

29 Bikini Blue                    0.2% 30 Baby Blue                    0.2%

31 Rich Blue                      0.2% 32 French Grey                 0.2%

33 Light Grey                    0.2% 34 Teal                              0.2%

35 Teal / Grey                   0.2% 36 Beige                            0.2%
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Image of Sales Flyer 
Printed in 1946 
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16 ft Squareback - one of 33 built 
S/N 50 119 
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18 ft Vee back - one of 4 built 
S/N 50 4 125 

    
 

 


